Welcome to our UF/IFAS Extension Suwannee Valley Watermelon Crop Update. These updates will be
summarized by Bob Hochmuth, Regional Specialized Extension Agent- Vegetable Crops, with input
from Suwannee Valley Extension Agents: Mark Warren (Levy), Tyler Pittman (Gilchrist), Tatiana
Sanchez-Jones (Alachua), Luke Harlow (Bradford), Dan Fenneman (Madison), Keith Wynn (Hamilton),
Emily Beach (Lafayette), Jim Devalerio (Union), Ben Hoffner (Jefferson), Raymond
Balaguer(Suwannee), Derick Conover (Columbia) Kevin Athearn (RSA-Agri- business), and Jay Capasso
(RSA- Water Resources), and Sydney Williams (NFREC-SV).

If you know someone who wants to be added to this weekly notice, have them contact Taite Miller,
taitemiller@ufl.edu, or Bob Hochmuth, bobhoch@ufl.edu, or navigate
to https://subscribe.ifas.ufl.edu/extweb/nfrec-sv-watermelon.html

We will continue this year to support our watermelon growers with a rapid diagnostics system through
Suwannee Valley Regional and County Extension Agents. This industry-funded program allows Extension
Agents to submit and pay for watermelon grower’s plant disease and other diagnostic samples. This SV
Rapid Diagnostic Watermelon Program will help us to get quicker diagnostic results, helping to give
early alerts to everyone, and not have to charge the growers directly. Plant disease samples are typically
$40 and leaf tissue analyses are typically $20. We are always solicitating those industry reps interested
in sponsoring this effort. The past year’s sponsorships have ranged from $200 to $2,000 per company.
Sponsors will be recognized every week beginning this week. Those interested in being added as a
sponsor can contact Bob Hochmuth at bobhoch@ufl.edu or 386-288-6301.

Current 2026 sponsors of our Watermelon Rapid Diagnostics Program include: Mayo Ag Services,
Harrell’s Fertilizer, BASF/Nunhems, Gowan USA, TriEst Ag Group, Allison Meharg Food Safety
Consulting, and Syngenta Crop Protection. Thanks for this industry support. Other sponsors are
welcome to join, simply contact Bob Hochmuth.

Disease situations:

Well, things are rolling along in our harvest season with some fields being harvested 4 times and others
just getting started. With this wide range of crop stages, it is difficult to say generally what is likely
needed across the region. First note, we have seen significant increase in gummy stem blight over the
past week. Gummy spores are moved down the rows as necessary field harvesting and loading
operations occur. This is usually the primary method of spreading within a field. Alternaria leaf blight is
also common. Downy mildew has still not been confirmed in watermelons in North Florida, however,
downy has been confirmed in cucumbers in Georgia this past week, but this is not exactly the same
species as what attacks watermelon. But, this find on cucumber in Georgia means conditions are
favorable. We do not recommend sprays for downy until we confirm downy in watermelon. Powdery
mildew has been confirmed as we noted in past updates, but powdery has not been very aggressive
across the area, yet. Stay alert of all these situations, but don’t jump the gun as it will be expensive and
you need those investments to be wise and needed. Hopefully some of these early harvested fields will
not need the expensive downy sprays, since economics plays a big part this year.

How can we help narrow your decisions? So, fungicides like Aprovia Top will be critical between harvests
with its 0-day pre harvest interval. Aprovia Top should not be applied more than twice in a row and
depending on rate, a maximum of 4-5 times per season (see the label). Mancozeb (5-day PHI) can be
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added if the next harvest is not less than 5 days. Inspire Super is excellent as well but has a 7-day PHI.
Miravis Prime is best targeted before the infections occur, so it is not a good fit right now. Switch is
somewhat of a possibility and is also expensive, but research indicates it is not nearly as effective as
Aprovia Top. So, in summary, once harvests begin, we have few good options and as a result, we must
lean on Aprovia Top and mancozeb more than we want. (Bob Hochmuth and Nick Dufault)

Other late season considerations:

e Asvyou close in on a last harvest in a field, you should end your fertigation program when you
are a week or so away from your last harvest. During the harvest season, the fertigation
program should typically be at most 1.5-2.0 Ibs per acre per day rate for nitrogen and potash.

e Spider mites are still being found relatively commonly in fields but mainly spotty. As you
approach last harvests, controlling them may not be warranted.

e Continue rind worm preventative sprays until the final week or two.

e We are still learning as much as possible on squash bugs. Our specialists and agents will be
surveying fields this coming week. One thing we want to consider more is the importance of a
post-season spray of a pyrethroid, after the bees are gone to eliminate the populations from
building and overwintering at high population levels. Stay tuned.



