Welcome to our UF/IFAS Extension Suwannee Valley Watermelon Crop Update. These updates will be
summarized by Bob Hochmuth, Regional Specialized Extension Agent- Vegetable Crops, with input
from Suwannee Valley Extension Agents: Mark Warren (Levy), Tyler Pittman (Gilchrist), Tatiana
Sanchez-Jones (Alachua), Luke Harlow (Bradford), Dan Fenneman (Madison), Keith Wynn (Hamilton),
Emily Beach (Lafayette), Jim Devalerio (Union), Ben Hoffner (Jefferson), Raymond
Balaguer(Suwannee), Derick Conover (Columbia) Kevin Athearn (RSA-Agri- business), and Jay Capasso
(RSA- Water Resources), and Sydney Williams (NFREC-SV).

If you know someone who wants to be added to this weekly notice, have them contact Taite Miller,
taitemiller@ufl.edu, or Bob Hochmuth, bobhoch@ufl.edu, or navigate
to https://subscribe.ifas.ufl.edu/extweb/nfrec-sv-watermelon.html

We will continue this year to support our watermelon growers with a rapid diagnostics system through
Suwannee Valley Regional and County Extension Agents. This industry-funded program allows Extension
Agents to submit and pay for watermelon grower’s plant disease and other diagnostic samples. This SV
Rapid Diagnostic Watermelon Program will help us to get quicker diagnostic results, helping to give
early alerts to everyone, and not have to charge the growers directly. Plant disease samples are typically
$40 and leaf tissue analyses are typically $20. We are always solicitating those industry reps interested
in sponsoring this effort. The past year’s sponsorships have ranged from $200 to $2,000 per company.
Sponsors will be recognized every week beginning this week. Those interested in being added as a
sponsor can contact Bob Hochmuth at bobhoch@ufl.edu or 386-288-6301.

Current 2026 sponsors of our Watermelon Rapid Diagnostics Program include: Mayo Ag Services,
Harrell’s Fertilizer, BASF/Nunhems, Gowan USA, TriEst Ag Group, Allison Meharg Food Safety
Consulting, and Syngenta Crop Protection. Thanks for this industry support. Other sponsors are
welcome to join, simply contact Bob Hochmuth.

Recap from the past week:

e Not much has changed this past week, except harvesting has started on many farms.

e The main two findings this past week were spider mites and yellowing plants related to squash
bugs.

o Asreported last week, we are seeing a few instances of powdery mildew and even fewer of
gummy stem blight and Alternaria leaf blight.

e No downy mildew has been confirmed in the Suwannee Valley as of May 15, so no need to spray
for downy yet. We will let you know if, or as soon as, downy is confirmed.

e Continue preventative rind worm sprays.

e After harvest starts, often the maintenance fertigation program is 2.0 Ibs per acre per day rate.

e Contact your Extension agent if you see unusual situations in the fields.

Good luck as we get into full swing of the harvest season. As | Understand it, the price is decent, but
shipping costs are very high, making the situation challenging. So, for this past and current week, there
may be sensible opportunities to reduce high costs for fungicides. Several growers reported very clean
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fields and plans to use only mancozeb this week. | could not argue against this plan and supported it in
specific instances. This is sensible if knowing the next spray could include Aprovia Top (0 Preharst
interval) after first harvest is completed and that they used Quintec or other materials for powdery last
spray. Certainly, these situations may be pretty unique, but | think we should hold off on downy sprays
and if one powdery spray has been applied last week, then mancozeb and an insecticide for worms may
be reasonable choices. But you must scout your fields and assess the disease pressure. | know there
were some pretty intense storms this evening (Sunday), and reports of hail around. Hoping the storm
damage is not significant but let us know if we need to know and can help in any way. Certainly these
storms can change things.



