Welcome to our UF/IFAS Extension Suwannee Valley Watermelon Crop Update. These updates will be
summarized by Bob Hochmuth, Regional Specialized Extension Agent- Vegetable Crops, with input
from Suwannee Valley Extension Agents: Mark Warren (Levy), Tyler Pittman (Gilchrist), Tatiana
Sanchez-Jones (Alachua), Luke Harlow (Bradford), Dan Fenneman (Madison), Keith Wynn (Hamilton),
Emily Beach (Lafayette), Jim Devalerio (Union), Ben Hoffner (Jefferson), Raymond
Balaguer(Suwannee), Derick Conover (Columbia) Kevin Athearn (RSA-Agri- business), and Jay Capasso
(RSA- Water Resources), and Sydney Williams (NFREC-SV).

If you know someone who wants to be added to this weekly notice, have them contact Taite Miller,
taitemiller@ufl.edu, or Bob Hochmuth, bobhoch@ufl.edu, or navigate
to https://subscribe.ifas.ufl.edu/extweb/nfrec-sv-watermelon.html

We will continue this year to support our watermelon growers with a rapid diagnostics system through
Suwannee Valley Regional and County Extension Agents. This industry-funded program allows Extension
Agents to submit and pay for watermelon grower’s plant disease and other diagnostic samples. This SV
Rapid Diagnostic Watermelon Program will help us to get quicker diagnostic results, helping to give
early alerts to everyone, and not have to charge the growers directly. Plant disease samples are typically
$40 and leaf tissue analyses are typically $20. We are always solicitating those industry reps interested
in sponsoring this effort. The past year’s sponsorships have ranged from $200 to $2,000 per company.
Sponsors will be recognized every week beginning this week. Those interested in being added as a
sponsor can contact Bob Hochmuth at bobhoch@ufl.edu or 386-288-6301.

Current 2026 sponsors of our Watermelon Rapid Diagnostics Program include: Mayo Ag Services,
Harrell’s Fertilizer, BASF/Nunhems, Gowan USA, TriEst Ag Group, Allison Meharg Food Safety
Consulting, and Syngenta Crop Protection. Thanks for this industry support. Other sponsors are
welcome to join, simply contact Bob Hochmuth.

Reminders for this upcoming week:

e Good luck to those starting harvests.

e  We will stop doing sap testing in fields where first harvest occurs.

e After harvest starts, often the maintenance fertigation program is 2.0 Ibs per acre per day rate.

e Continue preventative rind worm sprays.

e Search for yellowing patches of plants for spider mites or individual plants that may be caused
by squash bugs.

e Contact your Extension agent if you see unusual situations in the fields.

e | gotaninquiry from a small vegetable farmer looking for a used water wheel transplanter (at
least frame) to buy, let me know if you have one for sale.

Active pathogens in the region now.
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As we get closer to harvest, we step up our scouting efforts to detect mildews as these can quickly
destroy the foliage needed to finish the fruit and protect it from sunburn. We have not yet received
confirmation of downy mildew in the Suwannee Valley, and many fields are pretty clean, but we have
observed powdery mildew actively sporulating. We also observed a few new instances of gummy stem
blight and Alternaria leaf blight. For an extended description of these diseases, see watermelon field
guide pages 29, 35 and 37.

Powdery mildew gets its name from the whitish and powdery appearance of the mycelium (the threads
that make up the fungus). By the time we can easily identify powdery mildew, infection is well
underway. Initial symptoms of powdery appear as somewhat circular yellow areas in the leaves which
then develop a whitish growth. Sporulation is typically observed first on the upper surface of the leaf but
as the disease continues to develop, the lesions and powdery growth can be seen on both sides of the
leaves as well as petioles and stems.

We are all very familiar with gummy stem blight and we have been lucky that the unusually dry season
has kept this and other diseases at bay. Now that the vine coverage is full and a few showers have come
through the region, active gummy infections are starting to spread.

Alternaria spores have been detected in samples affected by powdery mildew and gummy stem blight,
suggesting mixed infections; however, we are not seeing the typical symptoms that are expected with
Alternaria as a primary pathogen at this time. An Inspire Super (7 days Preharvest interval) or Aprovia
Top (0 day Preharvest interval) application is expected to provide suppression of gummy stem blight and
Alternaria diseases as we approach or are into harvests. In the case of powdery mildew, more selective
fungicides specific to powdery mildew (e.g. Vivando, Rhyme or Quintec) are recommended.

As we move forward to the end of the season, continued scouting will be critical for timely detection
and management decisions, especially as environmental conditions become more favorable for disease
development. Remember to follow the label and observe all pre-harvest intervals. (article by Tatiana
Sanchez-Jones)

Powdery mildew caused yellow areas on top side of leaf (Photo credit: Tatiana Sanchez-Jones)



Powdery mildew showing white “powdery” sporulation to top of leaf (Photo credit: Tatiana Sanchez-
Jones).






Gummy stem blight lesion typical on the perimeter of a leaf. (photo credit: Tatiana Sanchez-Jones).




