Welcome to our UF/IFAS Extension Suwannee Valley Watermelon Crop Update. These updates will be
summarized by Bob Hochmuth, Regional Specialized Extension Agent- Vegetable Crops, with input
from Suwannee Valley Extension Agents: Mark Warren (Levy), Tyler Pittman (Gilchrist), Tatiana
Sanchez-Jones (Alachua), Luke Harlow (Bradford), Dan Fenneman (Madison), Keith Wynn (Hamilton),
Emily Beach (Lafayette), Jim Devalerio (Union), Ben Hoffner (Jefferson), Raymond
Balaguer(Suwannee), Derick Conover (Columbia) Kevin Athearn (RSA-Agri- business), and Jay Capasso
(RSA- Water Resources), and Sydney Williams (NFREC-SV).

If you know someone who wants to be added to this weekly notice, have them contact Taite Miller,
taitemiller@ufl.edu, or Bob Hochmuth, bobhoch@ufl.edu, or navigate
to https://subscribe.ifas.ufl.edu/extweb/nfrec-sv-watermelon.html

We will continue this year to support our watermelon growers with a rapid diagnostics system through
Suwannee Valley Regional and County Extension Agents. This industry-funded program allows Extension
Agents to submit and pay for watermelon grower’s plant disease and other diagnostic samples. This SV
Rapid Diagnostic Watermelon Program will help us to get quicker diagnostic results, helping to give
early alerts to everyone, and not have to charge the growers directly. Plant disease samples are typically
$40 and leaf tissue analyses are typically $20. We are always solicitating those industry reps interested
in sponsoring this effort. The past year’s sponsorships have ranged from $200 to $2,000 per company.
Sponsors will be recognized every week beginning this week. Those interested in being added as a
sponsor can contact Bob Hochmuth at bobhoch@ufl.edu or 386-288-6301.

Current 2026 sponsors of our Watermelon Rapid Diagnostics Program include: Mayo Ag Services,
Harrell’s Fertilizer, BASF/Nunhems, and Gowan USA. Thanks for this industry support. Other sponsors
are welcome to join, simply contact Bob Hochmuth.

Squash bugs are active:

During this past week or so, we have received a few reports of squash bugs arriving in the fields around
the perimeter of the fields (See pages 100-101 in your IFAS Watermelon Field Guide). Look for individual
adults and mating pairs. Squash bugs migrate into fields from wooded areas outside the field perimeter.
We encourage everyone to scout and detect them early. It is better to spray the borders earlier as they
migrate in as opposed to having to spray the entire field potentially killing many beneficials. The
pyrethroid class of insecticides recommended for use on squash bugs and this class is hard on
pollinators. We do not know exactly what the threshold population is to trigger a spray, however,
uncontrolled populations early in the season will build to huge and damaging populations at harvest
feeding on the main stems of fruit.Squash bugs are easy to kill with one of the pyrethroids but
remember we need to get good contact with the squash bug to kill it. This is not an easy task because
the squash bugs like to feed on the bases of the watermelon plant stems and will “hide” in the plant
hole in the mulch and sometimes under the plastic around the hole making spray contact difficult. To
improve the likelihood of control, use high spray pressure and volume and spray in the very late evening
or at night. (Bob Hochmuth)


mailto:taitemiller@ufl.edu
https://subscribe.ifas.ufl.edu/extweb/nfrec-sv-watermelon.html
mailto:bobhoch@ufl.edu

Disease updates:

The forecast for this week is for chances of rain most days and much cooler temperatures. So, this week
could bring a change in disease pressure. We have been very clean so far as diseases go because we
have seen dry, breezy conditions which are not favorable for disease incidence. We will continue to see
a lot of rough looking fields after the mid-March freeze event, so we suggest you plan for the season to
consistently show poor looking older leaves. We need to keep an eye on that lower leaf tissue and be
sure some disease is not active. Based on what we have been seeing, up to now most fields have still be
on chlorothalonil (Bravo or other formulations) or mancozeb (Manzate or other formulation). But, if you
have traditionally liked to add in a Miravis Prime application, that time is now or getting near where we
begin seeing first male and female blooms. Miravis Prime is intended to be used more as a preventative
spray, rather than curative. After this week, we may begin to think about starting to add a material for
powdery mildew, but we still do not have any reports of powdery mildew, so | think we will still be OK to
wait because we have good options for powdery mildew if needed. (Bob Hochmuth).

Petiole-sap testing and weekly fertigation guide:

We have started our weekly petiole-sap testing this past week in fields where vines are 2 ft long or
more. The table below can be used as a general guide for weekly fertigation amounts and fine-tuned
with petiole-sap or whole leaf testing. The table below shows the plant needs on a weekly basis. Many
bed fertilizer programs now use 40-50 |bs of nitrogen in the bed, resulting in fertigation programs
starting about week #4. This table is only intended to be used as a guide when conventional bed
fertilizers are used. Amounts are given for daily and weekly fertigations, but these amounts can be used
for whatever schedule is used. Typically, we recommend more than a once-a-week schedule, but a
weekly schedule works well unless over irrigation occurs. (Bob Hochmuth)

Recommended amount Amount (lbs)of N
Fertigation (Week . L I bs) :f N I::nd ; and KzOkper
after transplanting) 20/Acre/day .ase. on wee
the week fertigation
events are started
Transplanting 1 7
(Week=0)
1 1 7
2 1.5 10.5
3 1.5 10.5
4 2.0 14
5 2.0 14




6 2.5 17.5
7 2.5 17.5
8 2.5 17.5
9 2.0 14
10 1.5 10.5
11 1.5 10.5

Total Season

150.5 Ibs




