
 
 

Welcome to our UF/IFAS Extension Suwannee Valley Watermelon Crop Update. These updates will be 

summarized by Bob Hochmuth, Regional Specialized Extension Agent- Vegetable Crops, with input 

from Suwannee Valley Extension Agents: Mark Warren (Levy), Tyler Pittman (Gilchrist), Tatiana 

Sanchez-Jones (Alachua), Luke Harlow (Bradford), Dan Fenneman (Madison), Keith Wynn (Hamilton), 

Emily Beach (Lafayette), Jim Devalerio (Union), Ben Hoffner (Jefferson), Raymond 

Balaguer(Suwannee), Derick Conover (Columbia) Kevin Athearn (RSA-Agri- business),  and Jay Capasso 

(RSA- Water Resources), and Sydney Williams (NFREC-SV).  

If you know someone who wants to be added to this weekly notice, have them contact Taite Miller, 

taitemiller@ufl.edu, or Bob Hochmuth, bobhoch@ufl.edu, or navigate 

to  https://subscribe.ifas.ufl.edu/extweb/nfrec-sv-watermelon.html 

 

We will continue this year to support our watermelon growers with a rapid diagnostics system through 

Suwannee Valley Regional and County Extension Agents. This industry-funded program allows Extension 

Agents to submit and pay for watermelon grower’s plant disease and other diagnostic samples. This SV 

Rapid Diagnostic Watermelon Program will help us to get quicker diagnostic results, helping to give 

early alerts to everyone, and not have to charge the growers directly. Plant disease samples are typically 

$40 and leaf tissue analyses are typically $20. We are always solicitating those industry reps interested 

in sponsoring this effort. The past year’s sponsorships have ranged from $200 to $2,000 per company. 

Sponsors will be recognized every week beginning this week. Those interested in being added as a 

sponsor can contact Bob Hochmuth at bobhoch@ufl.edu or 386-288-6301. 

 

Current 2026 sponsors of our Watermelon Rapid Diagnostics Program include: Mayo Ag Services, 

Harrell’s Fertilizer, BASF/Nunhems, Gowan USA, TriEst Ag Group, and Allison Meharg Food Safety 

Consulting. Thanks for this industry support. Other sponsors are welcome to join, simply contact Bob 

Hochmuth. 

 

April 30th: “Suwannee Valley Watermelon Insect and Disease Clinic”. Registration is going very well. 

This year, instead of a traditional watermelon field day, we are planning something new and fun, a 

“hands on” Suwannee Valley diagnostic plant clinic for watermelon insects and diseases. We are 

planning to have dissecting scopes, hand lens, and other tools to help you diagnose major insects and 

diseases and what management strategies are recommended. Plan to attend on April 30th from 5 pm to 

7:30 pm at the Women’s Center in Trenton. An industry-sponsored dinner and pesticide applicator CEUs 

will be included. Register at this link or go to QR code or link in the flyer below. Co-sponsors for the meal 

are welcome (SV Extension Team).  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2F

watermelon-insect-and-disease-clinic-tickets-

1987323032688%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator%26keep_tld%3Dtrue&data=05%7C02%7Cbobhoch%40ufl.edu

%7C54b93036f15346df10dc08de99919b01%7C0d4da0f84a314d76ace60a62331e1b84%7C0%7C0%7C63

9117047799265132%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAw

MCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NJ0eQVH5C74LDB

Po6%2Bc86ybZukUbklQK%2BlaC3DarYKA%3D&reserved=0 
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Disease updates: 

With continued very dry conditions, we are still not finding much of any foliar diseases. We continue to 

get Fusarium wilt confirmations and one mosaic virus report, but not much else being reported. Keep in 

mind, if you are overhead irrigating as well as drip, that increases the risk of all these diseases. So, for 

those on drip only, we suggest considering adding a material for powdery mildew, but we still do not 



 
 

have any reports of powdery mildew. The two best materials for powdery mildew are Vivando and 

Rhyme, followed by Quintec. (Bob Hochmuth). 

 

Rindworms: 

In many of the early fields, we are at a point of initiating rindworm preventative sprays if they have not 

already been started. I can remember in past dry years where rindworm pressure was higher than 

normal. I suspect that is due to the moths not having many other attractive fields to lay eggs. For 

example dry pasture and hay fields would normally be attractive to moths, but not this year, right now. 

The two excellent insecticides in rotation in past years have been Intrepid and Coragen Evo, or their 

generics. Both are safer than many other options to bees. Combinations of Coragen and pyrethroids are 

also available and if squash bugs are still a problem, then those combination materials may make sense, 

but otherwise, adding a pyrethroid now is not recommended. Use straight Coragen Evo or other if the 

target is the rindworms. Please read the label for any insecticide for protection of bees (Bob Hochmuth).  

 

Considerations now for using potassium chloride in liquid fertilizers: 

As a fertilizer cost saving measure, this winter we discussed using potassium chloride as one of the 

potassium sources. This is a good option for most years, but I am just saying, let’s be alert for potential 

issues this year partly because of the drought on our irrigation results. So, first, know what sources of 

fertilizers are used to make your liquid fertilizer for fertigations.  This year with the very dry conditions, 

we may need to be on the more cautious side. The reason for this caution is that weekly fertigations are 

staying in the upper 12-18 inches of the bed which is good especially for nitrogen management and is 

helped by no rainfall and excellent irrigation strategies. When all of the fertilizer salts stay in the upper 

part of the bed, the plants pick up nitrogen and potassium, but not so much with chlorides. Therefore, 

we may be more likely to build up chlorides in the rootzone if high fertigation rates are used over time. 

We are at the time of the season where we tend to be at or approaching the maximum recommended 

rates of 2.5 lbs/A/day of nitrogen and potassium. High levels of chlorides along with other high fertilizer 

salts in general can be harmful to watermelons. Damage is similar to what we see in general stress 

conditions, upward cupping of leaves, slowing of growth, and some leaf margin burning. In addition, we 

see the very pointed tips of the leaves to exhibit browning. In fields where chlorides are causing 

problems, the symptoms will be across the entire field relatively uniformly. In situations where you see 

just a plant here and there, it is likely some other stress causing it. Chlorides are very mobile in soil 

solution, so we can move the chlorides down in the rootzone somewhat (not extreme) if needed to 

protect the rootzone. See images below from past years that were caused by high chlorides in 

watermelons and let your County Agent know if these symptoms appear. Again, this is intended to 

increase awareness, not panic! (Bob Hochmuth). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Photo 1. Upward cupping of watermelon leaves from high chlorides in the soil (Credit: R. Hochmuth). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Photo 2. Closeup of upward rolling of leaves and browning of the leaf tips from high chlorides (Credit: R. 

Hochmuth). 

 
 


