Welcome to our UF/IFAS Extension Suwannee Valley Watermelon Crop Update. These updates will be
summarized by Bob Hochmuth, Regional Specialized Extension Agent- Vegetable Crops, with input
from Suwannee Valley Extension Agents: Mark Warren (Levy), Tyler Pittman (Gilchrist), Tatiana
Sanchez-Jones (Alachua), Luke Harlow (Bradford), Dan Fenneman (Madison), Keith Wynn (Hamilton),
Emily Beach (Lafayette), Jim Devalerio (Union), Ben Hoffner (Jefferson), Raymond
Balaguer(Suwannee), Derick Conover (Columbia) Kevin Athearn (RSA-Agri- business), Shivendra Kumar
(RSA-Agronomic Crops), and Jay Capasso (RSA- Water Resources).

If you know someone who wants to be added to this weekly notice, contact your Extension Agent or
Mark Warren (352-949-8288) if you want to be added to the regional watermelon group text app.

We will continue this year to support our watermelon growers with a rapid diagnostics system through
Suwannee Valley Regional and County Extension Agents. This industry-funded program allows Extension
Agents to submit and pay for watermelon grower’s plant disease and other diagnostic samples. This SV
Rapid Diagnostic Watermelon Program will help us to get quicker diagnostic results, helping to give
early alerts to everyone, and not have to charge the growers directly. Plant disease samples are typically
$40 and leaf tissue analyses are typically $20. We are currently solicitating those industry reps
interested in sponsoring this effort. The past year’s sponsorships have ranged from $200 to $2,000 per
company. Sponsors will be recognized every week beginning this week. Those interested in being
added as a sponsor can contact Bob Hochmuth at bobhoch@ufl.edu or 386-288-6301.

Current 2025 sponsors of our Watermelon Rapid Diagnostics Program include:
Mayo Ag Services, Gowan USA, Smurfit/WestRock Paper Mulch, Orbia Netafim,
Syngenta Crop Protection, Harrell’s Fertilizer, TriEst Ag, and Triangle Chemical
Company. Other sponsors are still welcome to join.

Disease and insect spray update:

Reports from this past week maintain a generally low disease incidence. You can continue to maintain a
simple program again this week with Mancozeb (Manzate, Penncozeb, or other trade name) plus
something as a preventative for powdery mildew (Quintec, Rhyme (preferred as a spray), or Procure),
plus something as a preventative for rindworms (Bt; Intrepid or Troubadour; or Coragen eVo or generic
versions. It is advisable to maintain preventative rindworm sprays if not already started. It could be only
about two weeks to our earliest harvests in the region, so we need to be on alert overall now. Some
growers prefer to use a spray of Inspire Super (7 day PHI) or Aprovia Top (0 day PHI) one week before
first harvest or just after first harvest, mainly targeted as a gummy stem blight preventative. This
strategy generally makes sense, but keep in mind, gummy incidence has been very low to date. So we
may be able to delay that strategy until harvest season. (Bob Hochmuth)

Using these Updates in your Food Safety Programs:

This past week Allison Meharg, of Schachle Enterprises - Farm Compliance and Food Safety was
discussing with me how these weekly updates can be a big help to a watermelon farmer’s food safety
program. Primus GFS added a new Module (9) to address IPM at the request of Walmart. These weekly
updates can be used along with the farmer’s information to back up their own scouting and reasoning
behind their spray decisions. Some farms are using this information from Extension teams like ours in
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the Suwannee Valley and in other states too where similar alert systems exist. Using this information
can save farmers a lot of money paying companies to do the same data. Our weekly updates are
uniquely positioned to help in this regard. All issues this year and from past years are posted at this web
site. https://svaec.ifas.ufl.edu/crops/vegetables/watermelon/

(Allison Meharg and Bob Hochmuth)

Two Watermelon Field Days set for the Suwannee Valley- Hold the Dates. Flyers and Registration

information below.

1. Watermelon On Farm/ NFREC-SV Field Day, Monday, May 5, 2025, starting at 3:30 PM at a farm of
Adrian Land’s near Obrien; then moving to the NFREC- Suwannee Valley to see the research plots
there and enjoy dinner and fellowship.

Register here: Watermelon On Farm/ NFREC-SV Field Day Tickets, Mon, May 5, 2025 at 3:30 PM |

Eventbrite
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UF ‘ IFAS Extension

UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR

Field Day

MONDAY MAY 5TH Field's

f

location \/
START AT 3:30 PM AT ADRIAN’S LAND FIELD @ " @
LOCATED AT COORDINATES: ‘

30.03997965417095, -82.9118538424152
HTTPS://MAPS.APP.GOO.GL/FYRSLVFQUBYXDYHQA

NO ADDRESS FOR ENTRANCE BUT THE PROPERTY \7
ADDRESS IS 8705 226TH ST, O'BRIEN, FL 32071

THEN, FOLLOW US TO NFREC-SUWANNEE ’

VALLEY FROM 5 PM TO 7 PM FOR A TOUR OF
RESEARCH PLOTS (DINNER PROVIDED).
8202 COUNTY ROAD 417, LIVE OAK, FL 32060

RSVP
HTTPS://TINYURL.COM/MELONS25

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY INSTITUTION
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2. Union County Watermelon Field Day Co-planned by BASF and UF/IFAS Extension at Dukes Family
Farm, near Lake Butler. This will be a morning field day starting at 9 am on Wednesday, June 11,
2025.
Watermelon Variety Trial Tickets, Wed, Jun 11, 2025 at 8:30 AM | Eventbrite
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UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA

WATERMELON
VARIETY TRIAL

BASF/NUNHEMS NORTH

FLORIDA WATERMELON
VARIETY SHOWCASE
w
m JUNE 11, 2025
08:30 AM - 01:00 PM Educational Opportunities ¢

Attendees will view 16 varieties in the field & learn
About Our Event! about the latest water and fertilizer application tools.
Also, disease, insect and weed suppression.

Dukes Family Farms, BASF| Nunhems 5
. I Watermelon Tasting <

and the UF/IFAS are pleased to invite

watermelon producers and Taste some delicious watermelon with a special
enthusiasts to a day of learning fun! appearance from our Watermelon Queen!
LOCATION: Sponsored Meal €

7669 Brown and Roberts Road
Lake Butler, FL 32054

REGISTER HERE!

Contact us @ Website
386-496-2321

Enjoy a fine lunch provided by Dukes Family
Farm. A multi generation family farm
CEU Credits Available (¢

Ag Row

Private Applicator

https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/union/
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