
 
 

Welcome to our UF/IFAS Extension Suwannee Valley Watermelon Crop Update. These updates will be 

summarized by Bob Hochmuth, Regional Specialized Extension Agent- Vegetable Crops, with input 

from Suwannee Valley Extension Agents: Mark Warren (Levy), Tyler Pittman (Gilchrist), Tatiana 

Sanchez-Jones (Alachua), Luke Harlow (Bradford), Dan Fenneman (Madison), Keith Wynn (Hamilton), 

Emily Beach (Lafayette), Jim Devalerio (Union), Ben Hoffner (Jefferson), Raymond 

Balaguer(Suwannee), Derick Conover (Columbia) Kevin Athearn (RSA-Agri- business), Shivendra Kumar 

(RSA-Agronomic Crops), and Jay Capasso (RSA- Water Resources).  

If you know someone who wants to be added to this weekly notice, contact your Extension Agent or 

Mark Warren (352-949-8288) if you want to be added to the regional watermelon group text app.  

We will continue this year to support our watermelon growers with a rapid diagnostics system through 

Suwannee Valley Regional and County Extension Agents. This industry-funded program allows Extension 

Agents to submit and pay for watermelon grower’s plant disease and other diagnostic samples. This SV 

Rapid Diagnostic Watermelon Program will help us to get quicker diagnostic results, helping to give 

early alerts to everyone, and not have to charge the growers directly. Plant disease samples are typically 

$40 and leaf tissue analyses are typically $20. We are currently solicitating those industry reps 

interested in sponsoring this effort. The past year’s sponsorships have ranged from $200 to $2,000 per 

company. Sponsors will be recognized every week beginning this week. Those interested in being 

added as a sponsor can contact Bob Hochmuth at bobhoch@ufl.edu or 386-288-6301. 

 

Current 2025 sponsors of our Watermelon Rapid Diagnostics Program include: 

Mayo Ag Services, Gowan USA, Smurfit/WestRock Paper Mulch, Orbia Netafim, 

Syngenta Crop Protection, Harrell’s Fertilizer, TriEst Ag, and Triangle Chemical 

Company. Other sponsors are still welcome to join. 
 

Disease and insect spray update: 

We expect disease incidence to change after the rain events of this weekend and early this week. Field 

visits from this past week prior to the rains continued to show generally low disease incidence, so we 

have been very fortunate this year to be relatively clean up to May 10th. I believe the disease to be most 

likely to be on the move after the rains will be gummy stem blight, but concerns about downy mildew 

still exist. You should consider a spray such as Inspire Super (7-day preharvest interval) or Aprovia Top 

(0-day preharvest interval) for gummy stem blight soon. I suggest you add something for powdery 

mildew (Quintec, Rhyme (preferred as a spray), or Procure), plus something as a preventative for 

rindworms (Bt; Intrepid or Troubadour; or Coragen eVo or generic versions. It is advisable to maintain 

preventative rindworm sprays. As far as downy mildew is concerned, I would be on high alert and have 

Ranman or Orondis Ultra on hand but because those spray materials are narrow in their target (mainly 

downy), we may want to wait for confirmation in our Suwannee Valley region.  

I would like to make it clear, however, from this point forward, it is very difficult to make the same 

region-wide recommendations for everyone. Before this rainy weekend, there was a lot of similarities 

across the region, but I am sure the rain amounts from place to place will change the similarities. The 

above suggestions are intended to help you think about what you should do on your farm, based on 

what you are seeing in your own fields. (Bob Hochmuth) 
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1. Union County Watermelon Field Day Co-planned by BASF and UF/IFAS Extension at Dukes 

Family Farm, near Lake Butler. This will be a morning field day starting at 9 am on Wednesday, 

June 11, 2025. 

Watermelon Variety Trial Tickets, Wed, Jun 11, 2025 at 8:30 AM | Eventbrite 

 
 

   

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fwatermelon-variety-trial-tickets-1319298229519%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7Cbobhoch%40ufl.edu%7C4db36f3e03fb409193f308dd78fc97cd%7C0d4da0f84a314d76ace60a62331e1b84%7C0%7C0%7C638799748922904633%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vP9z6SSapvbHFbcH6CkA1YiLgHjdEZQWnF7xnSQsRw8%3D&reserved=0

